
 

What is the Difference between a Scholarship and a Grant? 

The intent of the SPWLA Foundation is to support the hopes, aspirations, ambitions and financial needs of 

students and faculty in courses of study and research in subjects applicable to a career in formation 

evaluation or related disciplines.  

Scholarships are awarded to undergraduate and graduate students to offset expenses including tuition, 

books, supplies, housing, meals, and sundry expenses incurred by students by awarding scholarship funds. 

Grants are awarded to undergraduate and graduate students, and faculty members. The purpose of grant 

funds is the support of all or part of certain costs associated with special studies, research projects, thesis 

projects, laboratory experiments, or other approvable purposes. Examples of such support include, but are 

not limited to, the purchase of core samples, other forms of field data, purchase of copies of project-related 

references or reports, purchase of special-purpose material, supplies, components, or instruments for 

experimental purposes, purchase of computer time, etc. 

A student may apply for both a Scholarship and a Grant (given the difference in the purposes of the award) 

if the student qualifies under both criteria.  

Of course, faculty members are ineligible for Scholarships, and only rarely do undergraduates qualify for 

Grants, although they might if involved in individual research projects. The Scholarship and Grant 

Committee will base its awards based upon their ranking of the applications in a seriatim by each Committee 

member.  


